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fenses. Is not this astonishing in the land of bar-
barism?

There is a most evil custom among the Savages.
Those who seek a girl or a woman in marriage go
to her to make love at night. There is much wrong
in these visits, but not always, for the Savage women
of these parts are sufficiently reserved, fearing
that they may not find a husband if they make them-
selves common. Now,—in order to extirpate so mis-
chievous a usage,— we counsel the young Christian
girls to give no answer to those who seek them at
such times. Some have followed this advice very
well, spurning those who came to visit them and
even coming to beg us to forbid such visits to them,
thinking that the young men would obey us better
than them. Others only said these few words to
them: ‘“ Go and see the Fathers; be instructed and
baptized; then I will speak to you,—not at night,
but in the daytime.” Three young Algonquins from
the Island, having come down to Kebec, and wish-
ing to make love according to their custom, [56]
addressed themselves to Christian girls. They were
greatly astonished when these girls told them to
apply to us about the matter, and that they would
decide nothing without our advice. These good peo-
ple finally came to us and asked us if we governed
the Savage girls. At first, we did not know what
they meant; but, having at last comprehended it, we
gave them to understand that these visits were of no
avail, and that they could not expect to marry any
Christian girl unless they were baptized. If all had
the reserve of those I have just mentioned, it would
be a great consolation; but unfortunately some of
them, when far away from our settlements, marry at



